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EQUINET High-Level Meeting 
Heads of National Equality Bodies
Taking the European anti-discrimination policy agenda forward

18 March 2009, Brussels

Venue & Address
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT - Entrance Altiero SPINELLI
Meeting Room 3G3 (3rd floor)

Rue Wiertz 60

B-1040 Brussels, Belgium
Security and Contact

Security badges are mandatory to be able to access the European Parliament.
EQUINET Contact: +32 (0)487 619 037 (Mobile Letizia Bartocci)  
Participation
Heads of National Equality Bodies
EQUINET Board & Secretariat
Representatives of national equality bodies

Representatives of EU institutions
Objectives
The high-level meeting has the following main objectives:
· to present and discuss EQUINET’s activities and priorities 
· to discuss the state of play in relation to the European debate on equality and non-discrimination

· to debate on the future priorities for national equality bodies and their cooperation at European level
The EQUINET AGM (Annual General Meeting) to be held in Brussels on 5-6 November 2009 will provide a follow-up opportunity for heads of national equality bodies to meet and continue the exchange, debate and cooperation.

Language
The working languages of the meeting will be English and French.

	EQUINET High-Level Meeting - Heads of National Equality Bodies
PROGRAMME

Wednesday 18 March 2009

	10.30 - 11.00

	Registration & Networking

	

	11.00 - 12.40

	SESSION 1 – EQUINET Strategy and activities
Needs of National Equality Bodies for cooperation at European level
Chair: Chila van der Bas


	This session will address:

· What are EQUINET’s current activities and priorities?

· How networking, cooperation and peer support at a European level can assist national equality bodies?

· Future contributions and needs of equality bodies at European level and within EQUINET


	11.00 - 11.10

11.10 – 11.40

11.40 – 12.10
12.10 – 12.40

	Welcome address  
Welcome & opening

EQUINET activities & priorities

Respondent – National Equality Body
How networking, cooperation and peer support at a European level can assist national equality bodies

Questions & Discussion

Future contribution, priorities and needs of equality bodies within EQUINET? 

Questions & Discussion

Practices of Independence of equality bodies 

Respondent – National Equality Body

How to progress with the recommendations of 2008 Study on Independence
Questions & Discussion


	Michael Cashman MEP
Chila van der Bas

Chair of EQUINET,
Equal Treatment Commission (NL) &
Anne Gaspard, EQUINET Executive Director
Louis Schweitzer
Chair of HALDE (France)

Andreas Takis, Deputy Ombudsman (Greece)

Sina Bugeja, Director

National Commission for the Promotion of Equality (Malta)  

Mandana Zarrehparvar, EQUINET Board Member, Danish Institute for Human Rights (Denmark) 

Jozef De Witte, Director Centre for Equal Opportunities and Opposition to Racism (Belgium) 



	12.40 - 14.00
	EQUINET Networking Lunch
(hosted by Michael Cashman MEP)



	14.00 - 15.30

	SESSION 2 – National Equality Bodies as key actors in European anti-discrimination policy and legislation
Chairs: Ingrid Nikolay-Leitner, Ombud for Equal Treatment (Austria)
& Niall Crowley, Equinet Policy Adviser 

	This session will address:

· What are key priorities for future equality policy and legislation at European level?

· What contribution of national equality bodies to take forward EU policy and legislation to combat discrimination?

· How EU legislation, institutions and stakeholders can help safeguard the key role and independent practice of national equality bodies


	14.00 – 15.00

	Perspective of the European Parliament.            Art 13 of EC treaty as an anti-discrimination framework, key priorities
Perspective of the European Parliament (cont.)
Respondent – National Equality Body

Perspective of the European Commission

Respondent – National Equality Body


	Kathalijne Buitenweg

MEP  
Liz Lynne

MEP
Evelyn Collins

Chief Executive,

Equality Commission for Northern Ireland (UK)

Vladimir Špidla

Member of the European Commission 

Katri Linna, Equality Ombudsman (Sweden)

	15.00 – 15.30
	Discussion with equality bodies and representatives of the European Parliament, European Commission and EU Presidencies

	

	
	Conclusion & closing
	

	15.30 - 16.00
	Closing Networking
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